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of them that his enemies were seeking him, in
order that he might get possession of his share
in his absence. I did not see Madame again
till very late, at her going to bed. She was
more calm. Things improved, from day to day,
and de Machault, the faithless friend, was dis-
missed. The King returned to Madame de
Pompadour, as usual. I learnt, by M. de
Marigny, that the Abb6 had been, one day,
with M. d'Argenson, to endeavour to persuade
him to live on friendly terms with Madame, and
that he had been very coldly received. ** He is
the more arrogant," said he, ** on account of
Machaulfs dismissal, which leaves the field clear
for him, who has more experience, and more
talent; and I fear that he will, therefore, be
disposed to declare WM till death." The next
day, Madame having ordered her chaise, I wasther beasts, persuaded oner,
